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in imitation of them with other States of Asia, were
only intended to secure immunity from the sum-
mary action of local tribunals: these privileges,
though placing foreigners in an exceptional position,
were clearly not intended to place them in a posi-
tion superior to that of the inhabitants of the
country. The ancient Ottoman privileges did not,
for instance, grant immunity from taxation to a large
foreign community, since they not only did not
contemplate, but they provided against the perma-
nent settlement of foreigners, such as those who
form the inhabitants of Pera and Galata. These
people are designated by the Turks as Vatansiz, or
people without a country, and they entirely fulfil
the conditions implied by VatteFs definition of
vagabonds; viz. people born of parents who have
lost their domicile in one country without becoming
naturalised in another. They may also be described
as without a language, for. they speak neither
French, Italian, Greek, nor Turkish correctly, and
their conversation is usually a mixture of those
lai&guages, amusing specimens of which jargon have
been given by M. The*ophile Gautier. But those
treaties which have reference simply to the action
of law-courts and police, have been wrested into
the right of disregarding the laws, regulations, and
social observances of the countries where those